
donotnecessarilyattractalltheTBpatients.lnSouthKorea,inspiteofgoodprograrn
offeringfreeservices,4TohofTB.*".*.oiagnosedandtreatedbyPPs.GPsand'
specialists.

Inmostcountries,theProgammemanagelsassumelhalolly:smalllroPortic'e
ofpatients-mainlythe*-ellof-seekscarefromthePPs.Thebasisforthisassumptloi
isthatTBprimaryuff...,thepoorrrhocannotaffordtospendlargesumsofmoneJ
forpayingdoctorsfeesandbulingerpensir,edrugs'Mostofthemsupposedlyu:e
free services made "rtif"Uf. 

Uolrnt Xfps' This is thought to be particularly relevanr

where the costs "f;; 
k, the prirare sector are very high while the public sector

providesfreesen.ices.ftrrinsranceinmostoftheLatinAmericancountries.Yeta
recent survev i., rr*r** state shon"o Jm about a third of patients who died of rB

were treated in the privalE sdcror. -+, ,rrtrt*tial proportion of all anti-TB drugs is

sold in the Prir ate sector'

\\tIO's 1-ear 1ftJO reF'ort on glotral le c,onyl |l^i"ttd 
that while the case

findingbl.DoTsprLsaElnoesinincreasing'theincreaseissmall'Toreachglobax
targets. mant counrriEs nili hrare,o irrooi..e innovative ways to find and treat

cases not )-et *rmJ K-nan-tre'Jge ot the actual case load and types of patients treated

in the private ,.",.o is essenila-i nor iu-st for surveillance and monitoring but also to

emphasize the need to en€tsge lrith the private health sector'

Private Sector Shrre of First Contrects

Thefewavailableszu.xiesSug-EeStthatinmanylow-incomeTBendemic
countries with large prin-*e hfrahh sectors, private physicians, traditional healen

and private ptrarmacils pla." 
" 

sigrufiTnt role in the initial stages of helath seeking

byTBsymptomati.iooi*it,*t-..Th'isisinkeepingwiththeprivatesectorpresence
in ambulatory care and the facr that the initial symptoms of rB are virtuall-v

indi stin gui shuur. noi*il 
" 
i .'u.' che st s'mptTi] 
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a major share of amhJarory care in urtran *.*. it has been estimated that over ha!{
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